
CIRA’S VISION FOR THE FUTURE OF 
CANADA’S INTERNET

OPEN
One of the founding principles of the internet 
is openness. We believe the internet must 
return to its roots by being:

1. Democratic 
The internet must remain a place 
of free expression, the exchange of ideas, 
and differing viewpoints that advance 
democracy.

2. Innovative 
Canadians are empowered to create, 
build, and connect on the internet in an 
environment that encourages new ways 
of thinking and is unencumbered by 
entrenched interests

3. Competitive 
The internet is a level playing field for 
new ideas, business models, products, 
platforms and companies of all sizes to 
compete online.

PEOPLE CENTERED
The internet has been a democratizing force 
around the world. However, recently it has 
become centralized and corporate. Canada’s 
internet must embrace:

1. Transparency 
Internet users know what they are signing 
up for, how platforms are managed, how 
their data will be used and what their 
options are in plain language.

2. Accessibility 
All Canadians should have access to 
a high quality internet connection 
regardless of their location or background

3. Education 
Internet and digital literacy should be a 
core part of lifelong learning so Canadians 
can successfully access the digital 
economy and manage their digital identity.

The Canadian Internet Registration Authority believes strongly that the future of the 
internet and the future of Canada are inextricably linked. We call on governments at all 
levels, political parties of any affiliation, and leaders of all stripes to embrace an open, 
trusted and people-centered internet as the key to Canada’s future health, prosperity 
and democracy.  

The internet is more than just a communications tool—it is central to almost every aspect of 
Canadian life. We believe that in order to build a competitive, safe, inclusive society for all 
Canadians; the internet must be:

TRUSTED
Trust is eroding on the internet which has 
severe implications for our democracy. The 
future of Canada’s internet must be:

1. Private 
User privacy is the default setting of the 
internet. Services that involve reduced 
levels of privacy must be clearly labelled 
and opt-in only. 

2. Safe 
Canadian consumers, businesses and 
institutions are provided with the tools, 
best practices and support they need to 
ensure the security of their businesses 
and customer data. Compliance is backed 
by legislation.

3. Secure 
Canadians can trust that devices, 
platforms,lications and networks are built 
with security and data privacy at their 
heart. Encryption should be the default 
setting when using or transmitting 
user data.


